88                                KABELAIS.
"We need not delay over the case -which Pantagruel
is called upon to hear and decide, just as Gargantua
(p. 58) heard the appeal in the case of the bells. It is
a parody on the interminable pleadings, the inability to
state a case clearly, which belonged to the courts of law.
The case referred to the decision of Pantagruel had been
considered by the Parliament of Paris, the Grand Council,
and professors of Prance, England, and Italy. After
forty-six weeks of deliberation they could make nothing
of it. And as for the documents and papers connected
with the case, they amounted in all to four donkey-loads.
These, however, Pantagruel burns, and orders the case to
be set forth de novo.
It has been found possible in our time to present a
parody on the procedure of courts. It is never, and in
no country, difficult to present what seems to be hardly
a caricature of the advocate's long-winded pleadings
and a judge's capricious, arbitrary, and opinionated in-
terruptions. But pedantry in its pseudo-classical form
has long since left both bar and bench. Counsel and
judge no longer rely upon a fancied analogy between
a mythological case in Ovid and a real case of modern
law. It will therefore be well to dismiss both the argu-
ments and the decision. This Pantagruel delivers in a
style corresponding to that of the advocates, Neither
pleading nor decision is for three lines together intelli-
gible. Yet so great was the rapture of the counsellors
and other doctors of law, and so much were they ravished
with admiration at the wisdom of a prince so young, that
they fell into a trance for the space of three hours, and
would have so continued until the present day had not
certain good people brought vinegar and rose-water to